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•ip DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

BUREAU OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20372 


IN REPLY REFER TO 

BUMED : 0 0 3 :mcp 
22 November 1977 


«*»*•> 


From: Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
To: Commanding Officer, National Naval Medical Center, 

Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

Subj : Inquiry of House Select Committee on Assassinations 
concerning verbal orders issued by the Surgeon 
General on or about 22-23 November 1963 

Ref: (a) NATNAVMEDCEN Itr NNMC:C02:bsz of 16 September 1977 

1. On or about 22-23 November 1963, the Surgeon General 
issued verbal orders to various naval personnel, military 
and civilian, who were involved with the autopsy of 
President John F. Kennedy at National Naval Medical Center 
(NNMC) . These personnel were ordered to discuss with no 
one the events connected with their official duties on the 
evening of 22-23 November 1963. The verbal orders were 
later confirmed in writing. 

2. Reference (a) reported that several of the personnel 
who were recipients of these orders had been requested to 
provide information concerning the autopsy of President 
Kennedy to the House Select Committee on Assassinations. 
Reference (a) also advised that the Committee was experi- 
® n cing difficulty in obtaining information from the personnel, 
involved in the autopsy as a result of the 1963 orders 
issued by the Surgeon General. 

3. The Bureau of Medicine and Surgery has been advised that 
the House Select Committee on Assassinations has been 
informed by . the Department of Defense that the Department 
cannot rescind the orders in question. All personnel who 
received these orders and are still assigned to NNMC should 
be advised. to immediately notify BUMED (Code 003, telephone 
254-4388) if they are requested by the Committee to provide 
information concerning the autopsy of President Kennedy. 
Personnel who are no longer assigned to NNMC but who make 
inquiries to NNMC about these orders or indicate that they 
have been requested to provide information about the autopsy 
should also be referred to BUMED. 
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